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1
MULTI-CORE PROCESSOR SYSTEM

This application is a continuation of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/CN2012/070827, filed on Feb. 1, 2012,
which is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to the field of processor tech-
nologies, and in particular, to a multi-core processor system.

BACKGROUND

Chip multi processors (CMP) refer to implementing mul-
tiple processor units (CPU) in one chip. Each CPU may also
be called a core. The cores in the CMP share certain resources
among each other and may execute different processes con-
currently. Sometimes, procedures executed by the cores of the
CMP need to share and synchronize data among each other,
so0 the hardware structure of the CMP must support inter-core
communications. Currently, there are two types of main-
stream inter-core communication mechanisms. One type is a
bus-shared cache structure. The other type is a hardware
message queue structure.

The bus-shared cache structure refers to that each core has
a shared level-two or level-three cache for storing commonly
used data, and consistency of data among the cores is ensured
through a bus connecting the cores. Communications among
the cores may be implemented through a shared data segment.

The hardware message queue structure refers to imple-
menting a group of queues for each core in a manner of
hardware. The operation of queues, as compared with the
bus-shared cache structure, improves the efficiency of inter-
core communications.

A high efficient inter-core communication mechanism is
an important guarantee for high performance of the CMP.
However, inter-core hardware message queue structures of
the CMP in the prior art cannot satisfy inter-core message
exchange and task scheduling with higher performance.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In view of the above, the present invention provides a
multi-core processor system, so as to provide inter-core mes-
sage exchange and task scheduling with higher performance.

In one aspect, the present invention provides a multi-core
processor system, including multiple central processor units
and multiple groups of level-one hardware message queues.
Each central processor unit is separately connected to a group
of level-one hardware message queues and is configured to
process messages in the level-one hardware message queues.
Each group of level-one hardware message queues includes
multiple level-one hardware message queues, and in each
group of level-one hardware message queues, a level-one
hardware message queue having a higher priority is sched-
uled preferentially, and level-one hardware message queues
having the same priority are scheduled in a round-robin man-
ner according to round robin scheduling weights.

In another aspect, the present invention further provides a
multi-core processor system, including multiple central pro-
cessor units, multiple groups of level-one hardware message
queues, and multiple groups of level-two hardware message
queues. Each central processor unit is separately connected to
a group of level-one hardware message queues and is config-
ured to process messages in the level-one hardware message
queues. Each group of level-one hardware message queues
includes multiple level-one hardware message queues, and

35

40

45

2

each group of level-two hardware message queues is sepa-
rately connected to at least one group of level-one hardware
message queues and is configured to push messages to the
level-one message queues.

As compared with the prior art, through the multi-core
processor systems provided in various aspects of the present
invention, the inter-core message exchange and task sched-
uling with higher performance can be satisfied, and the effi-
ciency and performance of the multi-core processor systems
are improved.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a multi-core processor system according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENTS

An embodiment of the present invention provides a multi-
core processor system. The system includes multiple central
processor units and multiple groups of level-one hardware
message queues, where each central processor unit is sepa-
rately connected to a group of level-one hardware message
queues and is configured to process messages in the level-one
hardware message queues, where each group of level-one
hardware message queues includes multiple level-one hard-
ware message queues. In each group of level-one hardware
message queues, a level-one hardware message queue having
a higher priority is scheduled preferentially, and level-one
hardware message queues having the same priority are sched-
uled in a round-robin manner according to round robin sched-
uling weights.

Another embodiment of the present invention further pro-
vides a multi-core processor system. The system includes
multiple central processor units, multiple groups of level-one
hardware message queues, and multiple groups of level-two
hardware message queues. Each central processor unit is
separately connected to a group of level-one hardware mes-
sage queues and is configured to process messages in the
level-one hardware message queues. Each group of level-one
hardware message queues includes multiple level-one hard-
ware message queues and each group of level-two hardware
message queues is separately connected to at least one group
of level-one hardware message queues and is configured to
push messages to the level-one message queues.

In the foregoing embodiment, a read speed of the level-one
hardware message queues is higher than that of the level-two
hardware message queues, and the number of messages sup-
ported by the level-one hardware message queues is smaller
than the number of messages supported by the level-two
hardware message queues.

The following clearly and completely describes the tech-
nical solutions according to the embodiments of the present
invention with reference to the accompanying drawing in the
embodiments of the present invention. Apparently, the
embodiments in the following description are merely a part
rather than all of the embodiments of the present invention.
All other embodiments obtained by persons of ordinary skill
in the art based on the embodiments of the present invention
without creative efforts shall fall within the protection scope
of the present invention.

This embodiment provides a multi-core processor system
100. As shown in FIG. 1, the multi-core processor system 100
includes: multiple central processor units 101 (Core0, Corel,
Core2, and Core3) and multiple groups of level-one hardware
message queues 102. Each central processor unit 101 is sepa-
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rately connected to a group of level-one hardware message
queues 102 and is configured to process messages in the
level-one hardware message queues. Each group of level-one
hardware message queues 102 includes multiple level-one
hardware message queues.

Furthermore, the multi-core processor system may further
include multiple groups of level-two hardware message
queues 103. For example, two groups of level-two hardware
message queues, Group0 and Groupl, are shown in FIG. 1.
Each group of level-two hardware message queues 103 is
separately connected to at least one group of level-one hard-
ware message queues 102 and is configured to push messages
to the level-one message queues.

In this embodiment, the level-one hardware message
queues may be high-speed hardware message queues set at
locations close to the cores, and aread speed of the high-speed
hardware message queues is higher than that of the level-two
hardware message queues, while locations of the level-two
hardware message queues are relatively far from the cores,
but the number of messages supported by the level-two hard-
ware message queues is larger than the number of messages
supported by the level-one hardware message queues.

The multi-core processor system 100 provided in this
embodiment supports flexible and configurable scheduling
and dequeuing policies of message queues.

The following briefly describes several scheduling policies
used in the embodiments of the present invention.

Round Robin (RR) scheduling: Query all queues in a
round-robin manner, and if a queue has a message, schedule
the message to dequeue.

Priority Queue (PQ) scheduling: Such scheduling is a
scheduling algorithm based on a priority queue. In the algo-
rithm, scheduling is performed based on priorities of queues.
Queues having higher priorities are scheduled first, and
queues having lower priorities are scheduled later. If a queue
having a higher priority is not empty, the queue having the
higher priority is scheduled for dequeuing first. A queue
having a lower priority is scheduled only after queues having
higher priorities are scheduled to be empty.

Weight Round Robin (WRR) scheduling: The WRR is
evolved based on the RR scheduling. Round robin scheduling
is performed among queues, and messages in the queues are
scheduled according to a weight of each queue.

FIG. 1 shows that the PQ+WRR scheduling policy is con-
figured for a group of level-one hardware message queues
102 connected to the Corel, and the RR scheduling policy is
configured for a group of level-one hardware message queues
102 connected to the Core2. The PQ+WRR scheduling policy
is described in detail below. The PQ+WRR scheduling policy
may include supporting that a highest priority (PQ0) is con-
figured for a queue, where each time a message is scheduled
out of a queue, if the queue has a message, the message is
scheduled to dequeue. If the queue has no message, other
queues are queried.

The PQ+WRR scheduling policy may further include sup-
porting a second highest priority (PQi) that is configured for
a queue, where each time a message is scheduled out of a
queue, if all queues (PQO to PQi-1) having higher priorities
than that of the queue have no message and the queue has a
message, the message is scheduled to dequeue. If the queue
has no message, other queues are queried.

The PQ+WRR scheduling policy may further include sup-
porting different scheduling weights (WRR1 and WRR2) that
are configured for multiple queues having the same priority
(PQi+1). If all queues (PQO to PQi) having higher priorities
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than that of the queues have no message, messages of the
queues are scheduled to dequeue according to the WRR
policy.

Persons skilled in the art can understand that the schedul-
ing policy shown in FIG. 1 is merely an example. For each
group of level-one hardware message queues 102, other
scheduling policies may be configured according to design
requirements. For example, the PQ+WRR scheduling policy
is configured for all level-one hardware message queues 102.

Furthermore, for each group of level-two hardware queues
103 connected to the level-one hardware message queues, a
scheduling policy may also be configured according to design
requirements. For example, FIG. 1 shows that the scheduling
policy of the two groups of level-two hardware message
queues 103 is configured to PQ+WRR, that is described as
follows.

If the level-one hardware message queues are empty or a
waterline of the message queues is lower than a preset value,
traverse all queues in the group in descending order of priori-
ties, and if a certain priority has only one queue and the queue
has a message, the message is scheduled and mapped to the
level-one hardware queues. If queues with a certain priority
have no message, query queues of a next priority. If a certain
priority has multiple queues and the multiple queues have
messages, schedule the queues having the same priority
according to the WRR scheduling policy.

Furthermore, in the embodiment of the present invention, a
group of level-two hardware message queues may be mapped
to level-one hardware message queues corresponding to mul-
tiple cores. For example, FIG. 1 shows that a group of level-
two hardware message queues, Groupl, may be mapped to
level-one hardware message queues corresponding to the
Corel, Core2, and Core3. Persons skilled in the art can under-
stand that other mapping solutions can also be configured,
and the example of FIG. 1 is not intended to limit the present
invention.

In the embodiment of the present invention, a selectable
mapping solution of pushing messages in a group of level-two
hardware message queues to level-one hardware message
queues corresponding to a certain core that are mapped to by
the level-two hardware message queue group includes a
simple round robin (RR), which cyclically traverse all
mapped-to level-one hardware message queues of cores, and
if the level-one hardware message queues are empty or lower
than a preset waterline value, push messages to the level-one
hardware message queues. Alternatively, waterlines of all
mapped-to level-one hardware message queues of cores are
queried and messages are pushed to a level-one hardware
message queue having a minimum number of cached mes-
sages. Alternatively, a core for preferential processing is des-
ignated and messages are pushed to level-one hardware mes-
sage queues of other cores only when level-one hardware
message queues of the core are full. Alternatively, messages
are pushed to level-one hardware message queues of a proper
core according to message flow ordering based on tag (TAG)
value.

Persons skilled in the art can understand that all function
units in each embodiment may be integrated into one process-
ing unit, or each unit may physically exist separately, or two
or more units may be integrated into one unit.

The above descriptions are merely exemplary embodi-
ments of the present invention, but not intended to limit the
protection scope of the present invention. Any modification,
equivalent replacement, or improvement made without
departing from the spirit and principle of the present inven-
tion shall fall within the protection scope of the present inven-
tion.
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What is claimed is:

1. A multi-core processor system comprising:

multiple central processor units each of which is separately

connected to a group of level-one hardware message
queues configured to process messages in the level-one
hardware message queues, wherein the group of level-
one hardware message queues is further connected to a
group of level-two hardware message queues configured
to push messages to the level-one hardware message
queues.

2. The multi-core processor system according to claim 1,
wherein

a read speed of the level-one hardware message queues is

higher than that of the level-two hardware message
queues, and the number of messages supported by the
level-one hardware message queues is smaller than the
number of messages supported by the level-two hard-
ware message queues.

3. The multi-core processor system according to claim 1,
wherein

in the level-one hardware message queues, a level-one

hardware message queue having a higher priority is
scheduled preferentially, and level-one hardware mes-
sage queues having the same priority are scheduled in a
round-robin manner according to round robin schedul-
ing weights.

4. The multi-core processor system according to claim 1,
wherein

the group of level-two hardware message queues is further

connected to a group of other level-one hardware mes-
sage queues.

5. The multi-core processor system according to claim 4,
wherein messages in the level-two hardware message queues
are preferentially pushed to a level-one hardware message
queue having a minimum number of cached messages
between the level-one hardware message queues and the
other level-one hardware message queues.

6. The multi-core processor system according to claim 4,
wherein the level-one hardware message queues has a differ-
ent priority as the other level-one hardware message queues,
messages in the level-two hardware message queues are pref-
erentially pushed to a group of level-one hardware message
queues having a higher priority between the level-one hard-
ware message queues and the other level-one hardware mes-
sage queues.

7. The multi-core processor system according to claim 4,
wherein messages in the level-two hardware message queues
are pushed to the level-one hardware message queues and the
other level-one hardware message queues, according to mes-
sage flow ordering based on tag value.

8. The multi-core processor system according to claim 1,
wherein

in the level-two hardware message queues, a level-two

hardware message queue having a higher priority is
scheduled preferentially, and level-two hardware mes-
sage queues having the same priority are scheduled in a
round-robin manner according to round robin schedul-
ing weights.

9. The multi-core processor system according to claim 1,
wherein

messages in the level-two hardware message queues are

pushed to the level-one hardware message queues when
messages in the level-one hardware message queues are
empty or lower than a preset waterline value.
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10. A multi-core processor system comprising:

multiple central processor units each of which is separately
connected to a group of level-one hardware message
queues configured to process messages in the level-one
hardware message queues, wherein the group of level-
one hardware message queues is further connected to a
group of level-two hardware message queues configured
to push messages to the level-one hardware message
queues, and wherein the level-two hardware message
queues is further connected to a group of other level-one
hardware message queues.

11. The multi-core processor system according to claim 10,
wherein

a read speed of the level-one hardware message queues is

higher than that of the level-two hardware message
queues, and the number of messages supported by the
level-one hardware message queues is smaller than the
number of messages supported by the level-two hard-
ware message queues.

12. The multi-core processor system according to claim 10,
wherein

in the group of level-one hardware message queues, a

level-one hardware message queue having a higher pri-
ority is scheduled preferentially, and level-one hardware
message queues having the same priority are scheduled
in a round-robin manner according to round robin sched-
uling weights.

13. The multi-core processor system according to claim 10,
wherein messages in the level-two hardware message queues
are preferentially pushed to a level-one hardware message
queue having a minimum number of cached messages
between the level-one hardware message queues and the
other level-one hardware message queues.

14. The multi-core processor system according to claim 10,
wherein the level-one hardware message queues has a differ-
ent priority as the other level-one hardware message queues,
messages in the level-two hardware message queues are pref-
erentially pushed to a group of level-one hardware message
queues having a higher priority between the level-one hard-
ware message queues and the other level-one hardware mes-
sage queues.

15. The multi-core processor system according to claim 10,
wherein messages in the level-two hardware message queues
are pushed to the level-one hardware message queues and the
other level-one hardware message queues, according to mes-
sage flow ordering based on tag value.

16. The multi-core processor system according to claim 10,
wherein

in the level-two hardware message queues, a level-two

hardware message queue having a higher priority is
scheduled preferentially, and level-two hardware mes-
sage queues having the same priority are scheduled in a
round-robin manner according to round robin schedul-
ing weights.

17. The multi-core processor system according to claim 10,
wherein

messages in the group of level-two hardware message

queues are pushed to the level-one hardware message
queues when messages in the level-one hardware mes-
sage queues are empty or lower than a preset waterline
value.
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